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Morris Jataad oa the morning of tho lOili
day of Jnly, 1983"

From fMotive awl desertors it was known
that the enemy had a nutuhor of guns
mounted in batteries of single pieces, nnd
so arranged that they oommanded each
othor and alao the north oad of Folly Inl-

and, hekl oHr adrancod pickets, and
could he m traveraod that they could sweep
the length of LijjhlhoHS Inlet, which sepn-rale- d

the two inlands.
OK TMK XftltTM ICSCD OF POI.I.Y ISLAND

there wa fteoroUy i)laeod in position 10
hatterios, ntonnUttp; 47 gnns of various cali-

ber. Tho-- e baUeiit were coHstructed under
the direction of Brig.-Go- n. Israel Vogdcs.
To the mtocetwftti execution of those duties
the sttljeat trSHmplj was due. In no
email degree secrecy was therefore an es-

sential olettjeut in the preparations. Jlost
all of the h:itlcrir; and all the transporta-
tion of the maleriahs to them were accoei-pliaJjo- d

at night, ad in silence.
An Ealiah 1i)H'kade rHHnor, the Euhy,

had been chased M4i(re just tit the entraiuie
to Ihthoasc Ia1? within point-blan- k

range of ottr Ijatti-ies- , and while the enemy
wore engaped in wrecking the vessel or
batteries were quietly aud rapidly being
pushed forward to completion.

The fact that 47 piceof artillery, with
300 rounds of aunnunitien for each gun,
together with suitable parapets, Hplintor-ppoof-e

and magazines, wore secretly riaced
in the battery in a osttiou within speaking
distance of the enemy's tickets and within
pistol-rang- e of the wreck, furnishes by no
moans the least iaterextiug and instrttctirc
incident of this campaign.

On the evening of the th of July, 1963,
about 2,00 iwh under Gen. George C.
Strong embarked in small boats on Folly
River, and at daybreak oa the morning of
the 10th the head of the coin inn reached
Lighthouse Inlet. Thec boats kept close
to the shore, and were screened from the
view of the enemy Uy the marsh grass.

The ltat(erio on FolJy Id and opened
swortly after daybreak, and wore served
rapidly for two hours, when Gen. George C.
Strong's landing was promptly effected
under a hot firs of artillery and musketry
but they did not falter fw a moment. All
of the enemy's batteries oa the south end of
Morris Island were gallantly carried. IJe-fo- rc

noon tuiwMonrtbs of the island was
oooupied, and onr Hkirntihhers were within
muket-ranc- e of Frt Waenor. On the fol
lowing morning, Jnly 11, an attempt wai
made by Gen. Strong to carry Frt "Wagner
by assault.

3'ltJC rAJtAPET WAS GA1XKJ),

lat the supfwrts rtcoih-rf- i under the fire to
Which they were exposed, and oonld not he
got up. Out loss im this attempt and at tho
landing was 15(1 killed, wonndetl and miss-

ing. The Confederate General (Iieauregaid)
in his official dispatch, admitted a loss of
309, Ittdudiug 3G commissioned officers.

The iailafc of the assanlt, taken in con-

nection with ajiparentiy trust worthy state-mon- tt

lasdc hy jtrisraters and deset tera,
the fact that Fort Wagner was of

groat gtrattgth, iu truly funwidahle charac-t- r

and hidden resources oonld not yet be
developed, and was not known until after-
ward that b island at its narrowest point,
jnnt aonth of Fort Wagner, had been re-dno- od

by tle encroachments of the sea to
about one-thi- rd of its width, x sltown in the
latest coaNtHMirvey uharta, and that at times
the waves of the sea freonenUv swent en
tirely ewer it, practically making that rt
of Mts Iitland defended by Forts Wagner
and Grogg an island of Itsolf. This diffi-oah- y

had to be overcome in capturing the
position, whether by assault or by gradual
aftptXNicttes. Fifaratwtt were male, and
the aoeond assault of Fort Wagner was made
on Jaly 1 JC3. Gen. George a Strong's
Brigade led the assanlu 1 1 was composed
of the 64th Mass. colored), GA. Shaw; Cth
CknnH Col. CUtfi4d ; x IwUalton of the 7th
Oonn tle 4th K. CoJ. Barton ; the 3d
X. H., Col. Jackson ; the 9th Marines, Cul.
Eatery, and the Tilth Pa., Col. Strawlridge,
and was supported by Col. Putnam's Itrignde,
comprising his own regiment, the 7th K. I.,
Lieut.-Co- l. Abbott commanding; the 100th
X. Y Col. Dandy; the (IM Ohio, Col. Pond,
and the OTlh Ohio, Col. Yora. Tliey were
all smalt in number.

AS TUB MICAIt or TKK OOIX'XX
advanced the guns of Wagner, Gregg, Sum-
ter, and also those on James ami Sullivan's
Islands opened on it simultaneously, and a
most destructive musketry fire was in-

stantly poured uKKt the advancing column
from the inuapl ly the garrison of the
work, and although the leading regiment
was thrown into a state of great disorder the
southeast bastion was gained and held for
some time, lite advantage which the dark-
ness gave the enemy rendered it necessary
for our troops In letinuhth their hold on it.

Ottr loss was very severe, especially in
ofltooN of rank. Gen. George C Strong ami
Cols. Cbatfield, Putnam, and Shaw were
killed, or died of their wounds. After the
failure of the assault upon Fort Wagner on
the 18ih of July, 1HG3, the Commanding
General determined to proceed to the erec-
tion of breaching baUories against Fort
Sumter npou the ground then within our
powHeasion ; and as St would require the en-

tire labor of th- - command the approaches to
Fort Wagner were not commenced until the
oontpVtion of the breaching batteries against
Fort Sumter slMtuld render the labor of the
troops available for this purpose.

The seloetioa of the ground being de-

termined ujxn, work was commenced on the
night of July S3, and from this date steadily
progressed day and night, with the labor of
moutttiuig guns, supplying mafaxiues with
Implements and ammunition, until all were
completed. Moat of the heavy artillery was
brought from Hilton Head.aud all of it was
landed on Morris Island after theSSd. The
plaoe of landing for the artillory and all of
ths supplies was at the south ond of Morris
Island, on Lighthouse Inlet,

A NAKfcGW, C0K11K1SD STI1KAM,

approached liom the sua only through a
orodked, linrrtyw channel, and over a bar ad-

mitting, at high water, vessels of only eight
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or 10 feet draft. Nearly one-ha- lf of the time
there was no ingress or egress to the inlet,
and much valuable time was lost in waiting
for high water on which to float our trans-
ports over the bar.

From the place where the landing was
effected on Morris Island to where our bat-

teries were to be located, was a distance
varying from one and a half to two miles.
This entire distance was heavy saud, through
which all the guns were dragged into posi-

tion by troops at night. Seven of the heavi-

est guns were thus dragged to the immediate
front of Fort Wagner, placed in position
within point-blan- k range of the heavy
piecas of artillery with which that place
was garnished, and within --100 yards of the
enemy's sharpshooters, who were armed
with tc!eeopic rifles of extraordinary power.

On the evening of the ICtb of August, a
sufficient number of batteries being com-

pleted and in readiness to warrant the open-

ing of the bombuidment, final orders wore
issued to

OPEN' riKB UPOK POUT SUMTKIl

at daybreak on the morning of the 17lh from
all the batteries which were completed, and
the other butteries as fast as they were finish-
ed. The fire was incessant, and kept up con-

tinually from daylight until dark, until the
evening of Aug. 2.'. For seven days the
gnus were directed upon tho gorge wall, and
had resulted in bringing it down to such an
extent that a practicable breach had been
accomplished. On the 22d the fire was
directed to the southeasterly face, with the
view of dismounting the guns on the barbel
of this face, which commanded tho entrance
to the harbor, as well as to destroy the guns
on the northwesterly face, which this fire
would lake in reverse. The fire upon the
gorge had by the morning of the 23d suc-

ceeded in destroying every gun upon tho
parapet of it, and, as far as could be ob-

served, had disabled or demolished all guns
upon the parapet of the two faces looking
toward the city of Charleston, which had
also beon taken in reverse.

The parajiet and ramparts of the gorge
were for nearly the entire length of the face
completely demolished, and in some places
everything was swept dowu to the arches,
the debris forming an accessible ramp to
the lop of the rains.

There being nothing more to gain by a
longer fire upon the gorge faces, the guns
were all directed again upon the southeast-
erly flunk, and continued incessant until
tho demolition of the fort was complete, so
far as its offensive powers were considered.
Every gun upon the parapet was either

i8Mouxtj:i on bbuiouki.y damacjkd.
The terrepleine for the entire circuit of the
place must have been shattered aud plowed
up by our projectiles, hundieds of which had
been seen to strike upon it. The parapet
could be seen in many places completely
worn away down to the torrepleiueH, both
on tho sea and channel faces. Fort Sumter
was a ruin, and effectually disabled for any
immediate defense of the harbor of Charles-
ton.

Having accomplished the end proposed,
orders wore issued for the firing to cease,
having beon continuous for seven days. The
loss in the batteries during tho seven days
was one commissioned officer and 12 enlisted
men wounded, and three killed. Lieut.
Henry llolhrook, 3d 11. 1. Art., commanding
Battery Meade, was mortally wounded in
his battery by a fragment of shell. Ho
had been first selected from the subordinates
of his regiment to command the battery,
and had proved himself an energetic, zealous
and brave soldier. This battery was after-
wards commanded by Capt. Albert E. Green,
3d i. L Art, Gen. Gilmorc now determined
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to lay H'ege to Fort "Wagner and compel its
surrender or abandonment This siege work
extended throngh r poriod of 59 days. It
was chicuy carried on under cover of dark-

ness and under lire of artillery and sharp-
shooters.

Oa July 12 the fiJrt parallel wag opened,
and the construction of butteries against
Fort Wagner was commenced; distance,
1,3.")0

July 18 the second unsuccessful assault
was made.

July 22 the second parallel was opened,
870 yards' distance.

Aug. 0 the third parallel was opened ;

distance, 1510 yards.
Aug. 10. This night perfected the de-

fensive arrangements of the third parallel.
At 2 o'clock a. m. Fort Wagner

Reducing
OPENED A HEAVY FIKE

of grape, canister, and Bhell, which, with the
fire of tb James Island batteries, stopped
our working parlies ontircly for the first
time in the siege.

Aug. 12. Owiug to a heavy fire from Fort
Wagner, work was not resumed until mid-

night. The infautrj detail (colored troops)
broke at the first jire, and became so scat-

tered that it was iuipOHaible to collect them
together again.

Aug. 14. -- To-day for the third time tho
trenches wore cleared but and their parapets
repaired, and in si'mc cases rebuilt Tho
incessant rains, togetlier with the high
tides, completely washed them away, or
caused them to settle so much by under-
mining, that they offered little or no pro-

tection from the enemy's sharpshooters. At
limes tho water would bo a foot or more
deep in the trenches.

Aug. 19 the "sap" wa3 started against
Fort Wagner from tho third parallol.

Aug. 21 the fourth. parallel was started;
distance 330 yards.

Aug. 20 the fifth parallel was estab-

lished at 215 yards from Fort Wagner, aud
approaches were opened to within 100 yards
of the ditch of the fort

Sept. 3 tho progress of the sap was very
slow, owing to the enemy's artillory fire and
that of their tharpshoolers. Capt. Suest, 1st
N. Y. Eng., was this day disabled by a rifle-

shot This shot camo from one of the
enemy's sharpshooters, and cut off all of the
fingers from his right hand as he was in the
act of placing a gabion in position.

Sept 0. Crowned tho glacis of tho work,
and Fort Wagner was evacuated during the
night, and the whole of Morris Island was
abandoned by the Confederates.

Much of the credit attached to the anccsss
of these operations

11KI.OXGS TO THE 1ST JT. Y. EKO.,

Col. Edward W. Serrell. In addition to his
duties as regimental commander, Col. Ser-

rell was assigned by the Commanding Gen-

eral as an Assistant Engineer on his staff.
From the first blow to the last, in every part
of the work, at all times of the day and night,
in all weathers and under the most severe
fire, the line officers, offi-

cers and privates of this regiment were found
on duty, executing the most difficult- kind
of work, and directing the infantry details
on the other work.

Capt. Joseph Walker was highly conspic-

uous for his display of bravery and energy
in advancing the approaches against Fort
Wagner. His company !) was continually
on duty, and more than one-ha- lf of the
"sap" was advanced under hi3 direction.
Licuts. Farrand.Wilckcn.McGuire, Talcott,
Parsons and Harold were constantly on
duty. The latter commanded the detach-
ment of engineers on Folly Island, which
made nearly all of the sap rollers, gabions
and fascines used in the siege. From Aug. 11

to Sept 9, under his direction, 1,429 gabions,
11 sap-roll- er gabions, 402 fascines and 302
pnp faggots were made. This material was
transported on wagons at least five miles to
the front, and also ferried across Lighthouse
Inlet.

Fort Wagner was found to bo a work of
the most formidable character. Its bomb-

proof shelter was capable of containing from
1,200 to 1,500 men. Its armament consisted
of 18 pieces of ordnance of various calibers.
Nearly all of them were lurge. It afforded
a striking example of the

INJUDICIOUS LOCATION OF AN EARTH-

WORK.

'The great mistake of its engineer was
locating it near the north end of Morris
Island instead of on the snnd hills, two
miles further south. If p'acetl there, or
even one mile further south, he wonld not
have been forced to witness the humiliating
spectacle of tho destruc'ion of his principal
work on an interior line and over the heads
of an inferior one.

"With only one inclosed work for the
defense of Morris Island, the proper location
for it was near the eonth end. Too much
dependence was placed on the guns at the
south end. Their resistance to our attack
on the 10th of July was by no means for-

midable. A few light pieces, well posted
nnd secure against captnre by assault, would
have been far more efficient. Tim location
of Fort Wagner was as injudicious a? it was
formidable in its construction.

"Notwithstanding the heavy bombard-

ment to which Fort Wagner had been snb-jec- t,

in which 1,033 rifle projectiles and
1,553 mortar shells had been expended since
the commencement of the attack by our
land and naval batteries, its defenses were
not materially injured the parapets, trav-

erses of the saud hill still remained. Im-

mense holes were cut into the earth, bnt
still no injury was done which a good
night's work wonld not repair."

A summary of the Morris Island battles
and the protracted siege is thus lucidly given
by the enemy's reports:

"Outfought wc were not, but we were

v&h.

Foirr Sujitek.
outwitted and outgeneraled by the Yankees.
Our garrifon never exceeded 1,000 men, bnt
had withstood the thoroughly-equippe- d

command of fleet
commanded by Admiral Dahlgren.

"For every pound of sand nd in the
construction of Fort Wagner, its assailants
expended two pounds of iron in the vain at-

tempt to batter it down. At the close of
the bombardment

IT STOOD SULLEN AND DEFIANT
as ever.

" The total loss in killed and wounded on
the island from July 10 to Sept 7 was only
072.

"During the evening of the 18th of Jnly,
the garrison suspected that an assault would
again be made, and was on the qni-viv- e

every man was at his post Near dawn the
outlying pickets heard the cautions advance
of steadily-place- d footsteps. It was the
storming party, anxious to effect a surprise.
The guns were instantly manned, and then
at a signal the whole battery became trans-

formed, as it were, into n vast earth cloud
darting lightning aud bellowing thunder,
the great Columbinds pealing forth their
bass of death.

"A conflict so desperate and mnrderous,
and characterized by such indomitable valor
on both sides, ranks the defense- - of Fort
Wagner among tho sternest fights of the
Secession or any other war."

Tho writer of this article wishes to express
his thanks to the D. Van Nostrand Co., of
New York City, for permission to make ex-

tracts from aud verify the official records and
memorandum in their possession, from "The
Engineer aud Artillery Operations Against
Charleston," by Maj.-Ge- n. Quiucy A. Gil-mor- e.

xpriei7ee5
A5D

ldvi?Uir5
IN DISTANT LANDS.

Dangerous Huntrag Akog Rinrs of tk
Flowery Kiagtkm.

ATTACKED BY "PILTJNGS."

An Exciting Stern Chae for
the River Bunk.

BY T. TIX BOLLS, . S. 2L

gorrnHMw, am.

N China, ths name
fisherman is almost
synonymous with pi-

rate, for any unwary
traveler, shipwrecked
mariner, or foreigner
is likely to have his

1 vi Y&fFje&F$ 4km throat cut if caught
P4jijg$ggjJ at a disadvantage by'A a fisherman. They

:?-- . prey npon the smaller
coast native traders,

and sometimes even attack large jnnks
when they are in strong enough force. In
the rivers nnd near large cities they are
particularly veatnrons, often landing to rob
houses and carry away women, whom they
sell in some other town. The law, though
very severe, is lax, and a few years ago
piracy, though punished with death, was
frequent all along their coasts, and particu-
larly bad in and around Canton, near the
island of Hong Kong, and in the rivers
about Sbanghae. In the Summer of 1378,
having for some time desired to see Foochow
and the ground over which the Taeping war

Qtrit Boat.
was fought, I hived a large native river boat,
with five men, and being nnable to persuade
any of my fdentin to go with me, started off
alone to explore the river country toward
and as far as Foochow, hu at along the banks,
where there were large quantities of water-
fowl and small deer, and see all that was
enrious ami strange in that part of China.
I was then rather a novice in the ways of
the people, and not wholly prepared to find
them as bad as I did. The boat woe a long,
flat-bottom- ed scow, with a roof of matting
on curved bamboos extending from side to
side. This top was fastened to the gunwale
of the boat and to a wooden partition near
the stern, where a wooden deck, level with
the rail of the boat, served as a platform for
the steersman and as a sleeping-plac- e, on
top and beneath, for the crew. In the bow,
which was shaped like the toe of a pointed
shoe, waj another dck, on which the four
rowers stood, the hole underneath being the
stow-plac- e for my provisions, bedding, etc.

I SLKTT IN A HAMMOCK

slung in the center of the boat, having clso
there a table ami two stools, while my gnns
and rifle were slung along the sides of the
boat. By removing the boards near the top
aft I got a good breeze through the boat,
while I could roll the roof matting up aleng
the sides for a couple of feet and view the
shores, shoot ducks, and otherwise amuse
the long hours when we were moving from,

place to place.
Tho views on a Chinese river, as a rule,

are not lovely a wide, muddy stream, with
low, diked banks, or long stretehes of sedge
and reeds. Sometimes a short cut is made
throngh a canal, when yon can step ashore
on either side. Here the boatmen pole the
boat along, or, landing, walk with tow-rop-es

on both sides.
At one place where wc made a short enfc

the boat was dragged np along incline, ropes
being taken to windlasses on either side at
the top of the incline. The rise and fall of
the river is sometimes 10 or 12 feet, caused
by the ocean tides backing up the river water.
For this reason the canals are nsnally sepa-

rated from the river by dams, so that at low
water they remain nearly full, while at high
water boats pass over the top of the dam
without tonching. In this canal we ran

Drawing a Boat Over a Lock:.
along for nearly six hours, and when we
reached the river again we

PASSED OUT OVER TnE DAM

easily. At another time wc reached theriver
when the tide was out and were dragged up
to the top, and then went sliding down the
long incline into the river at an angle of
43 degree?.

These little experiences served to break
the monotony of an otherwise slow nnd
weary trip, for, as I could not converse with
the boatmen, when game was not in sight I
eat mntc. Ten or 12 miles per day, with

j numerous halts to rest, eat, and shoot,, made

1 mm www jdu9 w a usotf nvan . .1.1 . a. m

days' trip, and; sleeps thai I had had! plenty
of sheotiag, the exenasion woW We been
very tiresome. At Foeohow, howew, I en-joy- ed

mjmU. I arrived there ths noon of
the 11th day and1 immediate!? sought oat
a rssklent 3t:ssiottr, who very kindly
phteed as my disposal a. native servant who
spoke pigeon ( i. e., bosiaesa) fngihm. "With
him I pout two days in exploring the
vnrteott tempt, pagoda, and the shops of
the pktcs, steeping one night ia the hoot, tho
seeend nt the Mission. I made numerous
purchases of native wmm, and to this shovf
of wealth, I pmtume, I astay ascribe the
trouble I met with as I same back through.
tho eanal and river near the place.

The city f Fooehew hi a net-wor- k of
oannte leading from the river in all direc-
tions, ami serving, to a great extent, fbr tho
thorough forts of the eity. Immense nnm-h- e

of bonk lase and small, huge junka,
loading and nnJuading, make it, jfom tho
water, n busy plae, hut the town keelf la
squalid, dirty, and unwhebtsome in Jhot it
hi, like all Chinese eitiee,

A OTIXCK Kf turn 7tmtmst9i
The whole eity Is surrounded by a high mud
wall, whieh is erenatedi on top ibr small-arm-s.

Leaving Foochow, y boatmen took
me on np the river and soon we reached
patehes of higher hind, when I landed and
shot bogfnla of wild pigeons, and onco
started some golden pheasants. I wosseout-ia- g

along, with one of the men carrying tho
bag, when two ine pheasants rose close at
hand. I killed the list, hut only broke tho
wing of the second, and John Chinaman gave
chase, bnt in doing so got hi Kno, so I eould
not lire again. He was rapidly overtaking
the bird when ho tripped in a hole and
measured his length on the ground. As I
came np ha was rubbing his shins and using
the purest English I had heard from any of
my men. His vocabulary of profoaity wa3
large and quite varied, but evidently mean-
ingless to him, for he was applying to him-
self terms generally used about some one
else. I soon got a shot at my seeond bird,
and, picking it np, returned to where John
was still defiling his own mother's reputa-
tion. His evenness of temper, however, soon
returned, bnt ever after, when this one
pointed out game, he would say, "Dam
shoot."

I was rapidly picking np the namos of all
kinds of wild fowl, and knew that "Dam
qnnck, qnack " meant a dock, while "moose,
moose " meant a deer. Time wa3 passing,
and soon two-thir-ds of my leave was gono
and I made a start back. During the return
I seldom stopped to shoot, deferring any
further sport till I was mm ef my distance
from home.

We passed JPeoehow hn the early morning,
and stopped there for an. hoar ostensibly to
pnrehaee some riee, and then started off
down the river, our oarsmen being assisted
by the strong eurrent. I was lying staaiched
out in the hammock, eomfortnbly smoking,

WHEN I WAS 9TAKTLK)
by a crash, and my hammock dropped, let-
ting me down into the bottom of the boat;
this was followed by the tend report of a
gun, and a second ball crashed through the
matting, and had the first missed and not cat
my hammock down, the second would have
finished me, for it passod just where my
body had been. Loud eries from the boat-
men and a eomplete sessation of rowing
caused me to gp out to the front to see what

Finishing the Pikate.
was happening. I found my five men flat
on deck, while some 200 yards away a large,
rakish-lookin- g bout was coming down the
river a?ter us,, having come out from hiding
in a canal. My men were repeating the
words " Pilnug ! Pilung."

The situation now flashed upon me. We
were pursued by pirates, who evidently
knew who they were after, and had lain in
wait The pursuing boat had four oars,
while two men armed with long, old-fashion- ed

muskets, called "jingals," were firing
as fast as they could loud. Glancing about
me, 1 3aw that we were in the stronger cur-
rent, and that, uonld I get my men to row,
we should be able to turn a certain point
not fur in advance, and thus get qnite a
considerable time to pull under its cover,

AS Till PIRATICAL CRAFT
was down in the curve of the point Spring-
ing inside I seized my repeating Winchester,
and going to the stern aimed and fired twice.
The second shot evidently struck, for one of
the oars was dropped and loud erios of pain
and anger were distinctly audible. Kicking
the steersman, I motioned to our crew to
row hard, so as to turn the point He
grasped tho situation, and ponring out a
volume of words rushed through the boat
and got the four others to once more work
the oars. Standing with the long tiller be-

tween my legs, I steered for tho point of the
high bank, firing my r'lle every time I could
see anyone on the other boat The four oars
were now going again on each boat, but
evidently by using one of the two men who
at first Avere firing. The roof of my boat
afforded a protection to my men, and gave
them courage to keep on pnlliug, while my
rapid shots disconcerted the enemy, and tho
return shots were at long intervals and very
wild. The steersman did not return to his
placehntlmnde him also useful bypassing
cartridges from the cabin out to me on the
after-dec- k, as I needed them to fill my
magazine. As wc neared the point the pur-

suing boat made violent exertions to over-

take us, and they were certainly going faster
than we were. Just as we reached the turn
an unlnoky shot Btruck on& of oars and enft


